 we talked with at that time

~ has already died. ”

Another speaker was a young
man who sdid he was speaung

huvlﬂd:mwd} Coal Cem-
pany is in the process of ces-
_troying. We are being hurt ir

never hired,

and we can do i,

troyed and our air polluted.
We have got to unite and fight
for curselves, 1 work and tcm-
porarily lire in Tube City, bt

on weekends, 1 always come

whatever I want to, 7/
My family has lvestock,

wlﬂdllpttﬂlllyown, so ]l am
much concerned about the wap

er, grazing land and the future
of ous people.

in and promised us many jobs
and some of us applied and

tried to get a job with the com-
pmyallmmmerlmgbmwm

Two young men that I'm
closely associated with, have
even gone off the reservation
to seek employment. Some of
us know about the bad pollu-
tdon problems in large
and surely we don't want that
to happen on our Navajolind.

~ We, the local people, are in

ldeqnneneedofbelpso
pleua

Manomcldaﬂywanmnldx
"The whiternan has no respect
for our Navajo reidgion. Pea-
body’s monsters are digging up
the beart of our mother earth,
otrnmdmmm. and we
also feel the pains.” She con-
tinued; "Yor can see old gray
mmﬂmd’hognmmdheep
corrals in this area, they're

all mine. I have lived here for
years and I'm not about to

move, | have strong oblectdon
to the coal mine and so do
many of my peop.e living in
this area, Because of that, I
have arganized this meeting
with the help of other concer--
ned people. "

"We, the Navajos of Black
Mesa area, never surrendered
to Kit Carson and never even
left cur land to walk to Fort
Sumner”, said an old man.
"So this is our land and we
were never really coasulted
to have our say in the contract
with Peabody. It was done
behind closed doors. " He ex-

pressed strong josithre feelings
about cance.ling the contract

and the coal mine altogether,

"We Navajos have every right

to appeal this, it can be done
" he said,

The N ava]o vs. the Bulldozer

THE NEW YORK TIMCS

By STAN STEINEP

SANTA FE, New M2x. — On the
hogans of the old sheep hexders of the
Navajo people, 1n northern Arizona,
the snow is heavy. It vuriea not cnly
the sheep pastures but aiso the su>
mining machinery. The bulldozers ti:at
have been gutting the sacred Eluck
Mountain, the “Female Mouprtain” c?
the Navajo's religious bclief, are mo-
mentarily silenced.

The old sheepherders sm...c. perhaps
it s an ecological omen to them.

In the wilderness of the high mesas
there are hundreds of millions of tons
of cheap coal that are being strip
mined to satisfy the need of Los An-
geles and Phoenix for more electricity
and smog. The magnificent red buttes
and virgin forests of the Navajo na-
tion may sodn become as grayed and
scarred as the coal pits of Appala-
chia. Soon the canyon country will
be a vast slag heap.

Last winter the Navajos of Black
Mountain gathered in their windy
Chap.:. House to talk of the coming
of the bulldozers. Qld Ted Yazzie told
now he topped the machines at his
door'ste; oy running out, at dawn, and
waving his arms at the oncoming bull-
do;cers. Not everyone was as success-
fu'. “1 know of a gravesite tl.at was
disturbed,” a Navajo woman angrily

mid the land was beitg destroyed

puriﬂauan ceremonies, “was leveled,”
said a man. Later, an elderly Navajo
lamented, *“1 do not agree with this
mining. See that hill? My father and
grandfzther said that is a holy place.
Now, what will happen to that holy
place?”

Six huge power plants are prujected
for the area, which will generate an ulti-
mate capacity of 14,015,000 kilowatts
of electnicity. The power requirements
of *‘Arizona, Southern Nevada (Las Ve-
nas) and a significant part of Southemrn
California” will be supplied by these
plants, says L. M. Ajexander, an offi-
~ia! of the major contractor, the Salt
river Project

T B

desert exactly bloom, but the

$200,000,000 it will pay the Nava-

jo and Hopi Indians will go a

long way.

That is the amount of royal-
ties and wages Peabody expects
to pay the two tribes to mine
cbal on their land for the next

33 years.
The leases with Pubody re-

“f onlv wish they could take i

and

hear!s sedls what

t‘o(;

’ Ve
cyvening o] owur Hopr land. the nnoantgin
and vallevs of thosCGrear Spirir

the setimg sun. the stars, i
| all Of owr brothers and sisron
(11 f’)t‘du!//U/ Worrld 1l o
the: brds i
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Into the once (lear desert sky two
of these power plants alone will spew
465, 125 tons of pollutants yearly, ac-
cording ta a group of Los Alamos scr
entists—if thev are operat:d at the
“allowable pollution control effi-
ciency.” Fly ash emissions may equal
those of New York. Sulphur dioxide
emissions may be three times those
of Los Angeles.

The water needed to run the power
plants and siuice the ccal may well
“result in a dangerous and possibly dis
astrous depletion of water supplics
throughout the Navajo and Hopi res-
crvations,” declares a local report on
“Black #iesa Hydrology.” In the an-
cient Hopi villages, clustered on the
dry desert plateaus at the foot of the
sa~red mountain, traditionshst lead-
ers have warned, ‘‘lowering the water
table a few fcct will destroy [our]
ctvilization.” They [car “the extincticn
of Hopi life.”

. Yet, the huilding of the power plants
k... begun, the sirip mining has start-
od without Cengressional hearings or
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$200,000,000 For Navajos

From Peabody CoalMining
- ol

Affairs snd the U.S. Geological
Sug'?:aew feasibie,

r feasi Pezbody
plans to divert surface run-off
water so the final mining cuts
can be used to create lakes
vhich will serve as reservoirs
‘or cattie and other animais in
that arid countrv.

Peabody continves to expiore
the reservation for additional

quire it to operate in a safe anc
workmanlike manner and avoic
waste of the land.

Damage Ruled Out
They state that Peabody must
retumthkatomatﬂhu

wear, tear .:\nd depietion inci-
dent to mining operations.” The
company’'s plans have been ap-
proved by the Nava: and Hopi

open scientific inquiry on their effect
upon the Indian tribes, whose land,
whose water, whose coal is being used.

A Navajo tribs]l councilman, Keith
Smith, has said of the coal comstract:
“The Council newer had good discus-
sion on it. We were asked, in effect,
to say yes or nq.”

It is this that the newly elected Nav-

ajo tribal -chairman, Peter MacDonald,
refers to when he urges renegotistion
of the coal mining contract. His call
for “Naﬂ)o control of Navajo r~-
sources” goes further. Like many new
indian leaders, MacDonald envisons
the day when industry on Indian res-
ervations will be run by the Indians
themselves. “We need self-existent in-
dustry,” he says, that “will preserve
our culture.”
A medicine man tells me: Beauty
and harmony are the heart of the Nav-
ajo wav of life. This harmony comes
from the eternzl and natura! balance
of the Female Mountain (Black Moun-
tain) and the Male Mountain (Luka-
chukai). If these mountains, the
sources of harmony, arc damaged, he
says, the beauty of the Navajo Way
may be destroyed.

In the last two hundred years the
Européan immigrants to these shores
have tried, by every means possible,
to destroy the American Indian Wars
were fought and won; yet the original
inhabitants survived. The religious and
educational missionaries then descend-
ed on the tribes to de-Indianize the
survivors. Yet the stubborn “nature
worshipers”—that was not too long

ago an mccusation of “primitiveness”
—ignored t'.s best that “civilization”

had to offer and went on believing in
the beauty and power of the earth, the
Mother Earth.

Nov, the descendants of the “civil:z-
ers” have decided the: the earth is
sacred after all. So the American In-
dians are 10 be given the debris of the
desecrated land, the smog and the
pollution. That is the final irony.

Starr Steincr is the author of "The
Now Indians”’ and “La Raza.

councils, the Bureau of Indian™

coal deposits.
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